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1. Name of Property 


historic name ROSE HILL 


other 
 D H R  
 No. 


2 .  ........................................................................... 

street us 5 0 ,  713 
city or town vicinity x 
s ta te  code VA county code z i p  code ............................................................................. 

3. .............................................................................. 

As t h e  designated a u t h o r i t y  the Nat ional  H i s t o r i c  Preservat ion A c t  o f  1986, as amended, I hereby c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h i s  nomination 

request determinat ion o f  e l  i g i b i  meets the standards fo r  r e g i s t e r i n g  p rope r t i es  
and 

the Register of
Places and meets the procedural requirements set for th i n  36 CFR Pa r t  60. I n  opinion, the property 

meets does no t  meet the Nat ional  Reg is ter  C r i t e r i a .  I tha t  t h i s  be s i g n i f i c a n t  n a t i o n a l l y
con t i nua t i on  sheet f o r  add i t iona l  

Signature of' 
 official 


of 

State or bureau 


In 
 opinion, the p rope r t y  meets does not meet the 
Register c r i t e r i a .  See con t i nua t i on  sheet f o r  addi t ional  

or o ther  o f f i c i a l  Date 

Sta te  o r  agency and 

............................................................................ 

4 .  Park .......................................................................... 

I, hereby c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h i s  is: 

entered in the  Nat iona l  Register 
See con t i nua t i on  sheet. 

- - -
fo r  the 

Nat iona l  Regis ter  

See cont inuat ion sheet. 
for the 

the Regis ter  

ether (explain): 

signature 
 Keeper 
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Rose Hill Farm Loudoun county. virqinia 

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 
x prlvate - - - public-local 
- public-State 
- public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
x building(s) - - 
- district 
- site 
- structure 
- object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
5 3 buildings 

-1- -0- sites 
-2- -0- structures 
-0- -0- objects 
-8- -- -3- Total -- 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register 0 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter lqN/A1l if property is not part of 
a multiple property listing.) - - N/A ........................................................ ........................................... ----- 
6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat : DOMESTIC Sub: Single dwelling 

Secondary structure 
A O R f C D L T f t R A L  Storage 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat : DOMESTIC Sub: Single dwelling 

Secondary structure 

7. Description ............................. ............................. -- 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal 
LATE 19TH AND 2OTH CENTUR - 

Colonial Revival 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation - BRICK 
walls BRICK 

STONE 
roof STONE: slate 
other 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property 
on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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Rose Hill Farm Loudoun Countv. Viruinia 

8 .  statement of significance ........................... ........................... 
@pplicable Yatianql Rqgister C r i t e r i a  (Mark "x" i n  one or.more C r i t e r i a  C m i d e r a t i o r p  (*art .Xn i n  a l l  t he  boxes tha t  w l y . )  
boxes f o r  the c r l t e r l a  qualifying the p r o p r t y  for  Natlonal 
Register l i s t i ng )  - A d & n l #  htilus. n uod f a  rrw- -. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance 1820-1915 

Significant Dates c. 1820 
C .  1860 

1915 - - 
Significant Person (Complete if criterion B is marked above) 

N I A  

Cultural Affiliation N / A  

ArchitectIBuilder unknown 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on 
one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical Relerences ............................. ............................. -- 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one 
or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous docmentation on f i l e  (NPS) Primary Location of Addit ional Data 
- preliminary determination of indiv idual  L is t ing (36 CFR 67) - x - State H is to r ic  Preservation O f f i ce  

has been requested. - Other State agency 
- previously l i s t e d  in the National Register - Federal agency 
- previously determined e l i g i b l e  by the National Register - Local gove rmn t  
- designated a National H is to r ic  Lanch!ark - Univers i ty  
- recorded by H is to r ic  American Bui ldings Survey X - Other 
- recorded by H is to r ic  American Engineering Record 11 - Name of repository: 
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Rose Hill Farm Loudoun County. Viruinia 

lo. Geographical Data ---------------- ----------------- 
Acreage of Property - 72 acres - 
UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

--- 

11. Form Prepared By ..................................................................... ....................................................................... 
nameltitle (3eoffrep B. Henry 
organization date -April 1994- 

street & number-4604 Chestnut Street telephone -301-654-6468- 

city or town- Chevy Chase state-MD- zip code - 20814- 

Additional Documentation ........................................................................... ........................................................................ 
Submit the following item with the completed fonn: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or IS minute series) indicating the pmpcrty's location. 
A sketch map for hisloric districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resourecs. 

Photographs 
Represenlalive black and white photographs o f  the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHFQ or FFQ for any additional items) -. ............................. ............................. 
Property Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
name Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G .  Slater, Jr. 

street & number-Rose HI11 P a m  telephone 

city or town- Uppervilla state -VA - zip code-22176- 

P a p r m k  Murim AFI S Y U  ThY a-Ym Y hh m- fm ~ l i m b ~  w Ih N." Ub=r~fHYI(IIC PI- w -Y -ni fm LI". m&Y- tPpblliU fn I"-. to LL PBM. d w d 
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S U U A U  ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Rose B F U  Farm is a 315-acre farm, 72 acres of vhirh are included in the 
nomination. located north of U.S. Route 50 (the Ashby's Gap Turnpike) 
between the tows of Middleburg on the east and U p p e m i U e  to the southvest 
in southern Loudoun County. The main house at Rose H i l l  Farm is located 
one hundred yards north of U.S. Route 50 and was built in three clearly 
identifiable stages. The oldest part vas built in the Federal Style around 
1820 for Amos Denham. It is a tvo-and-one-half -story, five-bay, gable- 
roofed brick house with four gable-end chimneys. It features a Flemish 
bond facade vith mouse-tooth cornice, nine-over-six and six-over six sash 
vindovs, and a central entrance on the south vith Federal-style transom and 
sidelights. The elaborate two-story porch vith cast-iron decoration in a 
grape-vine pattern vas added possibly in the 1850s. The interior features 
a wealth of original Federal-style voodvork. including eight hand-carved 
mantels, tvo cupboards, a dividing arch in the hall, a central Stair~ray. 
and reeded and paneled window reveals. Its only major alteration occurred 
around 1915 vhen tvo rooms on the,east vere combined to form a drawing 
room. Approximately fFfty feet to the north is a tvo-story, three-bay. 
stuccoed stone dependency, built for Thomas Glasscock as a Slaves' quarters 
in the late 1850s and nos used as a t e m t ' s  ving for the main house. In 
1915 these tvo buildings vere joined by a two-story, four-bay, brick wing 
that now contains a kitchen. dining room, and master bedroom suite. The 
interior of this ving features fine Colonial Revival-style voodvork, 
particularly in the dining room. There is also a covered porch along the 
vest facade of this connecting ving. In addition to the main house, there 
are four contributing historic buildings. These include a one-and-a-half-story 
brick outbuilding, sometimes referred to as a slave quarters, but which more 
probably served as a smokehouse or dairy, built for Amos Denham around 1820, a 
one-story, mid-nineteenth-century log meat house, a three-story stone granary 
built for the Glasscock family in the 1840s or 1850s and significant in its own 
right as a farm-related commercial building, and a one-story frame octagonal 
icehouse builv in the late nineteenth centurv. There is also an original 
nineteenth-century stone wall (a contributing s&ucture) , a stone bridge located 
west of the aranarv [a second contributina structure), and the Denham family 
cemetery (a contributing site), located to the east -of the main house. TUG 
twentieth-century barns and a stuccoed shed are noncontributing buildings. 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Rose B F U  Farm is a 315-acre farm. of vhich 72 acres are included in the 
nomination. located north of U.S. Route 50 (Ashby's Gap Turnpike), betveen 
the t o m s  of Middleburg on the east and Upperville on the southvest in 
southern Loudoun County. The farm straddles the Loudoun/Fauquier county 
line at several points and the southern part of the driveway leading to the 
main house lies in Fauquier County. The surrounding topography is gently 
rolling, vith many vievs of the Blue Ridge Mountains to the vest, and is 
vatered by Goose Creek to the east and Pantherskin Creek to the north. 
Rose B F U  Farm is located in a predominately rural section of Loudoun 
County and is surrounded by many other historic farms and estates. 

The main house at Rose Hill Farm is reached by tvo drivevays: the first 
terminates in a circle in front of the house and the second leads from 
Route 50 on the vest and runs between the house and granary before 
terminating at the northwest corner of the house. The house is surrounded 
by many old shade tree.. an apple orchard on the northeast, and the remains 
of a sunken and terraced box garden on the vest. 

Rose Hill Farm comprises five contributing buildings: the main house, a granary, 
an icehouse, a brick smokehouse/dairy, and a meat house; two contributing 
structures: a stone bridge and a stone wall; and one contributing site: the 
Denham family cemetery. There are also three noncontributing buildings: a shed 
and two barns. The condition of the resources ranges from fair to excellent. 

The main house is located one hundred yards north of Route 50 and vas built 
in three clearly identifiable stages. The main block is a two-story, five- 
bay, gable-roofed, brick house built in the Federal style around 1820 for 
Amos Denham. It features a raised basement vith stuccoed vater table. 
Flemish-bond brick vork and a mouse-tooth cornice on the front (south) 
facade. and paired, flush. gable-end chimneys connected by brick parapet 
walls above the roof Line. 

There are four-pane and eight-pane fked-sash windows on the basement 
level, nine-over-sir sash vindows on the first story, sir-over-six sash 
vindovs on the second story and fixed four-pane vindovs on the attic level 
on the vest and east elevations. Vindovs on the south facade are topped by 
spLayed brick jack arches. All have molded surrounds. pegged and mortised 
frames, and louvered shutters on the first and second stories. The main 
entrance is on the south (there was originally a second entrance on the 
vest, but this has been bricked over). It features a recessed door (not 
original) vith paneled jambs. The door is flanked by three hexagonal- 
paned sidelights. and topped by a transom vith muntins in a criss-cross 
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pattern. The e n t i r e  entrance i s  framed by a molded architrave v i t h  la rge  
square comer blocks v i th  i n se t  moldings. 

The only major alteratiDn t o  the main facade of the house occurred in t h e  
1850s when the two-story, cast-iron-and-wood porch v i th  paired eave 
hrackets was added forThomas Glasscock. The porch. reputedly manufactured 
in New Orleans and brought t o  Rose H i l l  Farm by vay of Alexaadria.Virginia, 
features a decorative grape-vine pat tern along the t r e l l i s  posts, under t h e  
eaves, and alnng tha balustrade on the f i r s t  story.  It is painted black 
and i s  in excel lent  condition. The porch i s  reached by vooden steps on the  
east  and west. There i s  a lso a small porch on the second story of t he  
north elevation that vas probably added in the ea r ly  twentieth century. 

The in t e r io r  of the brick house features  a double-pile/central h a l l  plan 
vi th  parlor. l i b r a ry ,  draving room, and s t a i r  h a l l  located on the f i r s t  
f loor and four bedrooms located on the second floor.  The s t a i r  h a l l  
extends the depth of the house and is divided in half  by an e l l i p t i c a l  arch 
v i th  molded trim, paneled reveals. and f l u t e d  keystone l i n t e l .  This a rch  
is W e d  on e i t h e r  side by reeded Dorfc p i l a s t e r s .  

The main s t l F r  r i s e s  in two stages from the northeast  corner of the  h a l l  
and features tvo balusters per tread,  a molded mahogany handrail,  and a 
turned newel post. Elach step-end features  carving v i th  a rosebud design 
and the t r iangular  space below the s t r i nge r  i s  paneled. A t  the north end 
of the s t d z  hall is an ex te r ior  door and there  are  a lso doors t o  a U  
f i r s t - f l oo r  rooms. 

The parlor on the southwest features  o r ig ina l  f loors ,  molded baseboard 
trim. paneled vindov reveals, and paneled door jambs. The f i replace has a 
brick hearth and plastered front .  The mantelpiece features p i l a s t e r s  w i t h  
molded caps and bases and reeded in se t  colonettes,  a f r ieze  v i th  reeded 
center panel flanked by smaller rectangular panels, and a reeded and 
dentFlled conrFre v i th  a molded msntel shelf that projects  forward a t  th. 
corners. The f i rep lace  i s  f i t t e d  v i t h  an i ron  and brass f ront  dating from 
the mid-nineteenth century. Tall.  bu i l t - i n  shelves flank the f i rep lace  O n  
e i ther  side; these date from the twentieth century. 

The Library ia the northwest room features  or ig ina l  molded baseboards. 
reeded window reveals, and paneled door jambs. The f i replace mantel 
features paneled p i las te rs .  a molded surround. and a f r ieze  v i th  reeded 
center panel flanked by tvo smaller panels. There i s  a reeded cornice cmd 
a molded mantel shelf that extends outward a t  the corners. The b u i l t - i n  
bookcase t o  the  r igh t  o f  the f i rep lace  replaced an or ig ina l  outside door 
that vas removed around 1915.  
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in 1915 and the  replacement of the dividing wall  by a screen of two Doric 
columas. The southeast half features o r ig ina l  f l oo r s ,  molded baseboard 
trim. and reeded vindow reveals. The f i rep lace  f ea tu re s  a s l a t e  hearth and 
plastered f ront .  The mantelpiece has p i l a s t e r s  v i t h  molded caps and bases 
and in se t  diagonal rope molding. The f r i e z e  has a reeded center panel 
flanked by short  panels v i t h  i n se t  molding. There i s  a f lu ted  cornice With 
stops and a molded mantel shelf t ha t  projects  forvard a t  the  corner. To 
the l e f t  of the  f i rep lace  i s  an or ig ina l  b u t - i n  arched cupboard v i t h  
paneled doors on the  bottom flanked by paneled p i l a s t e r s  and f i t t e d  v i t h  
four open shelves above. It i s  topped by a reeded keystone. 

The northeast half  of t h i s  room features  recessed vindows v i th  paneled 
reveals and paneled vindow sea t s  on e i t h e r  s ide  of the  f i replace.  The 
f i replace has a s l a t e  hearth and paneled f ront .  The opening i s  flanked by 
p i l a s t e r s  v i t h  i n s e t  moldings and there i s  a f r i e z e  made up of a reeded 
center panel t h a t  is flanked by smaller molded panels. The mantelpiece 
a l so  features  a cornice v i t h  f lu ted  s tops  and a molded mantel shelf t h a t  
projects forward a t  the  corners. 

The second f loor  contains a center h a l l  ( w i t h  a s t a i r  leading up t o  the  
a t t i c ) ,  a bathroom on the south. and four bedrooms. The bedrooms r e t a in  
t h e i r  o r ig ina l  f loors .  molded baseboard trim. paneled door jambs, and 
paneled o r  reeded vindow reveals. Vir tual ly  the  only change t o  these rooms 
has been the addi t ion of c lose t s  on e i t he r  s ide  of the  f i replaces  in three 
of the bedrooms. 

The mantel in the  southwest bedroom i s  one of t he  most elaborate in the 
house and i s  executed in a vernacular var ian t  of the  Federal s ty le .  It 
features p i l a s t e r s  w i t h  molded caps and bases and i n s e t  chevron moldfng. 
The f r ieze  is made up of a center panel v i t h  tvo rows of e l l i p t i c a l  pie- 
c rus t  molding flanked by smaller panels v i t h  a s ing le  row of pie-crust  
molding. Above t h i s  i s  a row of in te rsec t ing  half -e l l ipses  and a den t i l l ed  
cornice. The molded mantel shelf  projects  forward a t  each corner. 

The f i replace mantel in the southeast bedroom i s  more c l ea r ly  Adamesque in 
design. It features  f l u t ed  p i l a s t e r s  with molded caps and bases, a Center 
panel v i t h  oval sunburst design flanked by tvo smnller molded panels, and a 
double rov of f l u t ed  molding below a molded mantel shelf .  To the  r i gh t  of 
the f i replace is an or ig ina l  bu i l t - i n  sheLf v i t h  paneled doors one t h i r d  of 
the way up and ten-pane, etched-glass doors above. 

The northwest bedroom has a f i rep lace  v i t h  b r ick  hearth and plas tered 
f ront .  The mantel features  reeded p i l a s t e r s  v i t h  molded caps and bases, a 
center f r i eze  panel v i t h  a reeded diamond design flanked by tvo smaller 
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panels vith reeded diamonds, a cornice vith reeded chevron molding, and a 
molded mantel shelf that projects forward at the comers. There is a cut 
in the floorboards in this room vhere a small enclosed stairway once stood. 
There are doors to the main hall and the north ving from this room. 

The northeast bedroom retains its beaded baseboard trim. reeded vindov 
reveals, and paneled door jambs. The fireplace has a brick hearth and 
plastered front, vith a simple mantel featuring paneled pilasters, a plain 
frieze, and a molded mantel shelf that projects forward at the corners. 

Fifty feet to the north of the brick house is a tvo-and-one-half-story, 
three-bay, stuccoed stone slave#' quarters bllfltforThomas Glasscock in the 
1850s and nov used as a tenant ving for the main house. It features a gable 
roof, a center chimney north of the ridge line, and entrances on the north. 
east, and vest. The vest entrance leads through a covered porch to the 
basement and dairy. The north entrance is enclosed by a late-nineteenth- 
century frame porch vith gable front. Tho vindows have six-over-sk sash 
and feature molded trim joined by mortise and tenons. There is also a 
small belov-grade entrance on the south t h ~ t  leads to a room once used for 
storing jellies and canned goods. 

In 1915 a tvo-story, four-bay, gable-roofed brick ving vas built to C o W C t  
the main house vith the 1850s slavest quarters. The ving features s k -  
course.'American-bond brickvork, a stuccoed vater table, flared jack arches 
above vindows on the vest elevation. and a porch on the east elevation. 
The entrance on the vest has a rectangular transom and sidelights vith 
elliptical nuntins. There are tvo tripartite vindovs with a six-over-sir 
sash on the vent facade. This ving incorporated a covered passage that 
formerly connected the slaves' quarters vith the main house. The brick 
floor of this passage is still visible on the east. A screened sleeping 
porch ia on tha second floor of the east facade. 

The interior of the ving contains a dinjng room. st& hall, and kitchen on 
the first floor, and a bedroom and large separate dressing room and bath on 
the secaud floor. l'he diniag room features paneling two-thirds of the W I T  
up the v d .  aud a firepLace vith a Colonial Revival-style mantel on the 
east vall. The stair rises in tvo stages to the second floor and features 
carved step ends, a molded handrail, and rectangular oak newel post. The 
bedroom featlues a Colonial Revival-style mantel vith paired colonettes and 
a dentilled frieze. The dressing room is paneled and has built-in clolets 
and drawers on the south vall. 

Rose Hill Farm features a significant collection of nineteenth-century 
outbuildings. These oldest of these is the one-and-a-half-story brick 
outbuilding, sometimes referred to as a slave quarters, but which more probably 
served as a smokehouse or dairy, built for Amos Denham around 1820 and connected 
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to the 1850s quarters by a brick wall. 1t features a gable roof, a below-grade 
entrance to the cellar, and two louvered windows on the eaet. There is an 
entrance with a wooden stoop and a batten door on the south. The interior 
features one room on each floor connected by a stair in the southwest corner. 
The building is in fair condition. 

A one-story, gable-roofed, exposed-log meat house dating from the 
nineteenth century stands to the east of the main house, vhere it vas moved 
from its original location north of the slaves' quarters. The V-notched 
logs are fiUed vith mud, plaster, and stone chinking. The door and ~ i n d o w  
openings on the south are not original. The interior features 0rigfnd. 
exposed beams and a later floor. ~t is in good condition. 

A frame octagonal icehouse vith stone foundatdon, a tin room vith scalloped 
facia trim. and louvered vindovs stands a few feet to the vest of the 1915 
ving of the house. There is an entrance vith a batten door on the south- 
The ice pit hae been fFUed in. a floor added, and the building is nov used 
as a tackroom. The building is in good condition. 

The three-sod-one-half-etory, three-bay, gable-roofed, stone granary b u t  
for Thomas Glasscock in the years before the Civil V a r  is located One 
hundred yards vest of the house at the end of a short drivevay north of 
Route 50. B u t  into the side of a south-facing hill. the granary has an 
entrance on the second storp of the north facade, an entrance on the fitst 
story of the south facade, and a below-grade, arched opening on the vest 
facade. Like the main house. the granary was stuccoed in the 1940s. The 
stucco vas removed in the 1980s by the present o m e r  to reveal the rubble- 
stone constructian. stone vindov and door lintels. and cut-stone quoins. 
Vindovs feature six-over-six sash with simple frames. The French doors on 
the south are not original. A one-story frame section vas recently 
enclosed on the north in the 1980s. The interior has been remodeled into 
an office and apartment, but original floors, vus and the graia chutes 
aLl have been retained. The building is in good condition. 

Also on the property are a nineteenth-century, arched. stone bridge. 
(located vest of the granary and crossing a small branch of Pantherskin 
Creek), the headstones marking the grave8 of several members of the D e w  
family, including Amos Denham and his vife Amy, and a nineteenth-centurlr 
Stone wall running from the vest of the house. 

Too early-to-mid-tventieth-century barns, and a gable-roofed shed. 
covered vith stucco, the latter of indeterminate age, are located near a 
vooden pasture fence. They are considered noncontributing resources. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Rose Hill Farm is significant for its vell-preserved, Federal-style main 
residence, one of the best examples of its kind in southern Loudoun County. 
Built around 1820 for -0s Denham the house's exterior exhibits Several 
hallmarks of the period, including mouse-tooth cornice, Flemish-bond 
facade, and expressed vater table. The interior features a vealth of 
original voodvork, vith eight hand-canred mantels (each of a different 
design) and tvo built-in cupboards. The voodvork was most probably derived 
from popular builders' manuals; it also closely resembles voodvork found at 
nearby LLangollen. In 1853 the farm vas bought by Thomas Glasscock, a 
successful farmer and one of the largest landovners in the county. His 
letters to his daughter in the late 1850s describe the erection of the 
adjoining nine-room slave quarters at Rose Hill. It, along vith the earlier 
brick outbuilding, log meat house, large three-story stone granary, and 
icehouse comprise an excellent collection of nineteenth-century 
agricultural and domestic outbuildings. During its history, Rose Hill also 
served as a tavern along the busy Ashby's Gap Turnpike and vas visited by 
Generals Stuart and Hampton and their troops during the Battle of 
Upperville in 1863. The house vas altered by the addition of a cast-iron 
porch and front-door surround by Thomas Glasscock in the 18508, and by the 
addition of a dining-room-and-kitchen viag in 1915 by Tacie Glasscock 
Slater. The farm is still ovned and occupied by her grandson and his 
family. 



Unlted State8 Department of the Interlor 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Rose Bill Farm 
Laudoun County, Virginia 

Section number 8 Page 8 

HISTORY 

Rose Bill Farm was part of the extensive landholdings of the Carter f d  
in Loudoun Couaty, acquired by patent at various times beginning in 1653. f 
In 18ll John Carter and his vife Eliza sold three adjacent tracts totalFng 
316 acres and also "leased to John Riley . . . Hester Middleton . . . 
(and) Samuel D i v i n e v o  Amos Denham for $2504.' Denham (1769-1833) 
immigrated to Loudoun County from the Ellicott City region of central 
MaryLand in the early 1800s. He and his second wife Amy (1786-1851) 
remained at Bose Hill until their deaths and are buried. along with two of 
their children, in the small graveyard to the east of the main house. 

A combination of archival and architectural evidence suggests that the 2%-stoty, 
five-bay, brick main block of the present house and nearby detached brick 
outbuilding were built for Denham sometime before 1820. The local land tax 
records indicate extensive improvements already on the property by that 
date and the court order book of 1820 refers to Denham's dvelling house.3 
The use of Flemish-bond brickvork on the principal facade. five-course 
American-bond on the other elevations, the expressed vater table. mouse- 
tooth cornice, and paired end chimneys vith parapet vaLls indicate a pre- 
1825 date of construction. In general appearance and quality of execution. 
Bose Hill resembles such other houses as oak  ill, the home of James Monroe 
south of Leesburg. and Llangollen (the former John Hay Whitney estate). 
built for Levin Powell betveen 1820 and 1830 near Upperville. The door 
surrouaa however. is distinctly Greek Revival in character and is derived 
from plates in the architectural books of Asher Benjasb. 

The interior of Rose Hill is particularly notable for the large amount and 
high quality of its original voodvork. This includes the eight hand- 
carved mantels (each one of a different design), the handsome dividing arch 
in the first-floor stair hall, and the tvo built-in cupboards. Features 
typical of the Federal style include the extensive use of reeded voodvork. 
Adam-inspired motifs ia the mantel friezes, and the molded mantel shelves 
that project forvard at the corners. ~t is probable that the design of the 
voodvork at Bose E l i l l  vas derived from popular builders ' manuals, such as 
those by Asher BenjaaFn. Several striking similarities can be seen in the 
voodvork of nearby Llangollen. particularly in the dividing arch and tV0 of 
the mantels, suggesting a common craftsman and/or design source. 4 

For a number of years Amos Denham also operated a tavern at Rose Hill. The 
improvement and extension of the ~shby's Gap Turnpike after 1817 greatly 
facilitated the transit of goods and people through southern Loudoun County 
and several stage lines were established that ran betveen Winchester and 
Alexandria, undoubtedly stopping at Denham's tavern. There was probably a 
two-story porch across the front facade: this vas replaced by the present 
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from the eyes of his guests, added swinging doors in the dovnstairs archway 
and placed an enclosed stairvay connecting his room on the second floor 
vith his daughters' room on the attic level.5 Neither feature is still 
extant. 

After Denham's death in 1833. the farm vas surveyed and divided. with 
seventy-tvo acres of land betveen the turnpike and Pantherskin Creek. along 
with the house. going to his vidov bmy.6 After her death in 1853. this 
tract vas sold to Thomas Glasscock for $4,700.' Glasscock. the son of 
Acquilla Glasscock of Rockburn Farm. eventually acquired most of the rest 
of Denham's old farm, adding it to his extensive land holdings in h ~ d o u n .  
northern Faquier, and Page Counties. At his death in 1884, he 0 ~ e d  nine 
different farms. totalling nearly sir thousand acres. The Rose Hill tract 
vas eventually expanded to include 1,041 acres.' 

Other than the porch. Glasscock's altering of the front entrance of the 
house by the addition of a heavy architrave vith over-sized square Corner 
blocks vas probably the only change he effected to Denham's house. He was 
responsible, hovever, for the erection of the tvo-story, nine-room, stone 
slaves ' quarters, one of the largest of its kind in Loudoun County, as Well 
as the porch connecting it to the main house. A letter written by 
Glasscock to his daughter Tacie at boarding school in the late 18508 Or 
early 1860s mentioned that the vorlunen vere about to finish the Slave 
quarters and porch, suggesting that the building was indeed erected as 
slaves' quarters. and not as tenant housing.g One tradition is that Sarah 
Tibbs, a slave voman valued for her skill as a seamstress, had such an 
intractable disposition that she vas given a separate room, valled off from 
the rest of the house, along vith its o m  outside entrance.1° This curious 
room arrangement s t U  exists in the stone building, now a tenant wing. 

The date of construction for the atone granary ia less certain, although it was 
most probably erected during the ownership of Thomas Glasscock. A tan. 
three-story structure vith entrances on three levels and a handsome cut- 
stone arch on the vest facade, it is the only knovn structure of its kind 
remaining in Loudoun County. The interior, although altered in the early 
1980s. s U  retaFns its original grain chutes and exposed beams. 

Like the rest of Loudoun County, the area around Rose Hill witnessed much 
military action during the Civil Uar. Hosby's Rangers vere organized at 
nearby Rector's Cross Roads (now Rectortom). This group of Confederate 
partisans. dram mostly from the ranks of local residents, and never 
numbering more than a fev hundred men, vas led by Colonel John S. Hosb~, 
vho used them to harass and spy on Union troops in the area. Letters 
vritten by Thomas Glasscock's son Bedford to a cousin described Mosby's 
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a c t i v i t i e s  in the area and hinted t h a t  Mosby was a frequent dinner guest a t  
Rose HU. 

During the summer of 1863 Confederate troops under Major General J.E.B. 
Stuart entered southern Loudoun County t o  prevent Union forces under Major 
General Alfred Pleasanton from passing through Ashby's and Snicker 's  Gaps 
in to  the Shenandoah Valley. Several b a t t l e s  and skirmishes occurred along 
the Ashby's Gap Road a t  Aldie, Dover, Middleburg, and Upperville during 
both June and July of 1863. During the engagement a t  Upperville, the stone 
granary a t  Rose H i l l  was said t o  have been used as an obsemation rover t o  
spy on Union troop movements. 

An account of the movements of the 83rd Pennsylvania Regiments on June ZL- 
22. 1863, noted: 

Ve marched back two or  three d e s  toward Middleburg and 
bivouacked on the farm of a Mr. Glasscock, a t  vhose house Col. 
Vincent and his  s ta f f  made t h e i r  headquarters fo r  the night.  "Oh 
d e a r , " s a i d  Glassy, "I vish t h i s  thing vas over v i t h l "  He s e t  
before us a good supper and breakfast  and appeared very anxious t o  
receive greenbacks in payment. 

1864 Union troops under Brigadier General Wesley Merrit vere sen t  On 

punitive raids throughout Loudoun and Fauquier counties, par t ly  out of 
ravenge f o r  Mosby's earLier raids.  H i l l s ,  barns, s tores ,  and bridges vere 
destroyed, although the residences of landovners and the i r  slaves Vera 
generally spared. Letters from Bedford Glasscock t o  a cousin in Ohio 
desczibed the destruction of several  barns and the raiding of storerooms by 
Union troops f o r  meat and ilveatock.13 

After the var. Rose H i l l  Farm apparently recovered rapidly from i t s  wartima 
experiences. The 1870 Census of Agriculture records that  a vide va r i e ty  of 
products vas r a b e d  on the farm. including vheat. oats,  corn. poultry,  and 
honey .I4 

According to one loca l  history: "After the var when every farmer vas 
handicapped by the devastation. Thomas Glasscock kept r ight  on farming v i t h  
h k e d  white help. Every one wondered how he was able t o  do it. "The 1880 
census and the inventory taken of h i s  possessions a f t e r  h i s  wife 's  death 
1897, reinforce the general opinion that Glasscock was a well-to-do farmer. 

After Glasscock's death i n  1884, the  farm passed to  h i s  granddaughter Tacie 
Glasscock ~ l e t c h e r . ~  Ln 1905 she married George H. S la ter ,  grandson of 
George Glasscock. Mrs. SLater vas responsible f o r  the addition of the  two- 
story brick ving tha t  united the former s laves '  quarters and the m a i n  
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house. The dining room, small entry hall on the vest. and the upstairs 
bedroom suite all feature fine Colonial Revival voodvork. She was also 
responsible for the stuccoing of the entire house in the 1940s (the stucco 
vas partially removed in the mid-1980s). The farm is st= owned and 
occupied by her grandson, Thomas G. Slater. Jr. and his family. 
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION FOR ROSE HILL FARM, UPPWVILLE, VIRGINIA 

The boundary of t h e  nominated proper ty  is d e l i n e a t e d  by the  fol lowing UTM r e fe rence  
poin ts :  

Beginning a t  Po in t  A 15/255120/4318760, thence t o  Po in t  B 18/255585/4318240, 
thence t o  P o i n t  C 18/254280/4318500, thence t o  Po in t  D 18/254280/4318675, 
thence t o  Po in t  E 18/254175/4318670, thence topo in t  F 18/254100/4318800, thence t o  
the  po in t  of beginning. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

The boundaries inc lude  t h e  farmhouse and c o n t r i b u t i n g  outbui ld ings  t h a t  have been 
h i s t o r i c a l l y  p a r t  of Rose H i l l  Farm and t h a t  ma in ta in  h i s t o r i c  i n t e g r i t y .  
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